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NATIONAL NEWS COUNCIL, INC.
Council Meeting

r _.
-~

March 25, 1974.
~he

meeting of the Council of the National News

Council, Inc.,

(the "Corporation") was held at 2:00 p.m.

on March 25, 1974, in the conference room of Children's
Television Workshop at One Lincoln Plaza, New York City.
The following members of the Council were present:
Roger J. Traynor, Chairman
Joan Ganz ~ooney
Thomas B. Curtis
Irving Dilliard
Loren F. Ghiglione
Dorothy R. Height
Molly Ivins
Rev. James M. Lawson, Jr.
Robert B. McKay
Ralph M. Otwell
Ralph Renick
William A. Rusher
R. Peter Straus
Also present were the following advisers to the Council:
Harry Kalven, Jr.
Sig Mickelson
Mario Obledo
Invited guests:
Stanley H. Fuld
George Carpinello
Staff Members present:
William B. Arthur
Ned Schnurman
Sally Herb
Dorothy Jenkins
Cheryl Bostwick
Mary Sue Johnson

c

Also attending were members of the press and two students.

2
The Chairman, Justice Roger J. Traynor, called the
meeting to order.
The minutes of the January 28, 1974, Council meeting
were presented to the meeting and approved without debate.
The Treasurer's report was read and adopted.
The resignation of Eleanor Holmes Norton as a Council
adviser was accepted with regrets.

The Chairman directed

that a copy of the letter pf resignation be filed with
the minutes of the meeting.
The Chairman stated\that he regretfully tendered
his resignation as Chairman of the Corporation and a
member of the Council, effective as of April 1, 1974,
by notice to the Secretary.

A copy of the notice was

presented and read to the meeting and was directed to be
filed with the minutes of the meeting.
mad~,

Upon motion duly

seconded and carried, it was
RESOLVED, that the resignation of Roger J. Traynor
as Chairman of the Corporation and a member of the
Council, effective as of April 1, 1974, be, and it
hereby is, accepted; and further
RESOLVED, that the National News Council expresses
its affection and profound appreciation for the
admirable leadership of Justice Traynor. He has
guided the Council through its formative period to
its present position of confident support for free
expression of ideas in the principal channels of
communication in the U.S.
The meeting proceeded to the election of a successor

public member of the Council to serve for the remainder
of the term of Justice Traynor expiring at the annual

o

meeting of the Council in 1975.

The

Chai~man

stated that

under Section 4 of the By-laws a successor member of the
Council shall be elected by the vote of two-thirds of the
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entire Council.

The Nominating Committee appointed at

the January 28 meeting of the Council, comprised of Council
members McKay, Cooney, Ghiglione, Height, Otwell, and
Rusher, nominated Hon. Stanley H. Fuld.

Upon motion

duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Judge Fuld
was elected as a public member of the Council, effective
April I, to fill the vacancy created by the resignation
of Justice Traynor.
The next business to come before the meeting was
the election of a succesror to

Justic~

Traynor as the

Chairman of the Corporation, and the authorization of his
salary.

The Chairman noted that the By-laws provide that

a vacancy in any office may be filled by the Council at
any meeting, and .that the officers shall receive such
compensation as the Council may by resolution provide.
After discussion, and upon motion duly made, seconded
and carried, it was
RESOLVED, that Stanley H. Fuld be, and he hereby
is, elected to the office of Chairman of the
Corporation, effective as of April I, 1974, to
serve in accordance with the By-laws; and further
RESOLVED, that Judge Fuld shall receive as Chairman
a salary at the rate of $25,000 a year, and that
the proper officers of the Corporation be, and
they hereby are, authorized to pay the same.
The Secretary then presented and read to the meeting
a news release issued by the Corporation on February 14, 1974,
announcing the resignation of Justice Traynor as Chairman
and the selection of Judge Fuld as his successor.

A

copy of the news release was directed to be filed with
the minutes of the meeting.
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Dean Robert McKay, Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, then nominated Justice Traynor to be designated
a Council Adviser as provided in Section 44 of the By-laws.
Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, it was
RESOLVED, that Roger J. Traynor be, and hereby is,
designated a Council Adviser, effective as of
April 1, 1974.
Judge Traynor, as Chairman of the Council's Freedom
of the Press Committee, reported on discussions held the
previous day by that Committee on the Access Study draft
prepared by Benno C. scruridt, Jr.

Plans call for Professor

Schmidt to incorporate the Committee's recommendations
into a final report, to be submitted to the Committee
on or about April 15, after which a determination will
be made regarding. distribution.
Judge Traynor, speaking on behalf of the Council,
commended Professor Schmidt for his fine effort on behalf
of this study.
Dean McKay commented generally on the activities of
the Grievance Committee to date.

The Committee is currently

working on about 28 complaints, devising standards and
procedures in the process.

He summarized for the Council

the Committee's hearing of that morning with Horace P.
Rowley and his complaint against Black Journal.
Following Dean McKay's comments, Ned Schnurman,
Associate Director, discussed the status of grievances

o

handled by the Grievance Committee at its meeting the
previous day.

(See Grievance Committee report for

complete rundown.)
William B. Arthur, Executive Director, then discussed
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the nature of a future report to the public on the status
of the National News Council.

It wou l d consist of a case

by case study of complaints handled and/or dismissed by
the Council.

It would be made available to the public,

the media, and university journalism departments.
A discussion then followed concerning rules of
procedure.

Mr. Arthur suggested that the grievance

procedures be changed so that when a complaint is received
by the staff, it could be sent directly to the news source
concerned, with a cov erirg letter that the Council would
appreciate a response.

R. Peter Straus added that the

complainant should receive a copy of our covering l etter .
Dean McKay then moved , on Mr. Arthur's suggestion, to
delete Paragraph .9 in the Grievance Committee Rules of
Procedure.

It then became apparent that other changes

needed to be made in these rules, such as a

re~ording

of Paragraph 7, expansion of confidentiality of sources
in Paragraph 11, and a lessening in the number of days
that a complaint must be pending.

Judge Traynor moved

that a committee be formed to consider such changes.
Dean McKay was appointed chairman, with William A. Rusher
and Irving Dilliard as committee members.
Loren F. Ghiglione also suggested that the Council
consider the format of future committee hearings in which
the complainant may not be as articulate as someone such

o

as Mr. Rowley, the complainant in the "Black Journal" case.
Mr. Arthur then brought to the Council's attention
the need for a revised Council fact sheet.

The staff

was instructed to proceed with the formulation of a new
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sheet.
Mr. Arthur then presented a list of appearances

made by Mr. Schnurman and himself on behalf of the Council.
He told the Council that much of the public and the media
still lack a knowledge and awareness of the Council.
The Council's attention was then directed to the
appointment of Vice Chairpersons.

Judge Traynor appointed

Dean McKay as Vice Chairperson of the Grievance Committee

and Ralph M. Otwell as Vice Chairperson of the Freedom
of the Press Committee.

I

Mr. Schnurman suggested the Council consider its
next meeting date.

As Benno C. Schmidt's study was due

to be completed on or about April 15, the Council voted

to meet on April .28 and 29, thus allowing Council members
time to read the study during the preceeding week.
(These dates were eliminated later in favor of May 9
and 10.)

Mr. Dilliard then read a resolution he had prepared

stating that he objected to the press's repeated use of
the word "drop" in connection with the News Council and
the White House Report.

As the White House had refused

to provide the Council with details, the Council had not
"dropped" its investigation of the white House charges,
Mr. Dilliard declared.

Joan Ganz Cooney moved that Mr. Dilliard's statement
be released to the press as the official Council position

o

that it had not "dropped" the report and would continue
it if and when the White House provided details of its
charges.

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
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Mr. Schnurman then briefly reviewed the current

[--

dispute by CBS against Vanderbilt University and its
archive of network news broadcast tapes.

He informed

the Council that Peter Kohler of CBS had suggested to
him the possibility of the Council acting as co-sponsor
with CBS as an archive for media transcripts.

The

Council decided to consider this further at the next
meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

o
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DAVID H . LITTER. Viu Ch.j,.".. ..

PRESTON DAVID. EnnllilJC' Di,.etto,.
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March 20, 1974

Mr. Ned Schnurman
Associate Director
The Nationa l News Counci~

One Lincoln Plaza
New York. New York 10023
Dear Mr. Schnurman

J deeply r~gret that I will have to resign as a
consultant to the National News Council. I had not realized
that 80 much time would be involved, and I have found
it difficult to give uninterrupted time to the Council's
work because of my own irnpossible schedule.
I beUeve your work is highly important. Please
feel free to c,aU upon me if I can be useful in more limited

ways.
Sincerely,

Eleanor Holme s Norton

EHN/clb

.,

.=
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The National News Council

ONE UNCOLN Pl.AZA.
NEW VOAI( N V 10023

( 212) 595·g.t1l

March 25. 1974

The National News Council, Inc.
One Lincoln Plaza
New York, New YOik 10023
Dear Council Members:
I confirm for the Council's records my resignation
as Chairman of the Corporation and member of the
Council, effective April 1, 1974.
Sincerely,

·~.-yI !. 1~
Roger

.

,

..

Q. ~ayno.r

...

•

The National N C\VS Council

ONE LINCOLN PLAZA
NEW YORK, NY 10023

(21 2) 595-9411

FOR RELEASE:
Thursday, February 14, 1974

The National News Council announced today the 'resignation
of Justice Roger J. Traynor as Chairman and the election of
Judge Stanley H. Fuld, formerly Chief Judge of the State of New
York, as his successor.
Justice Traynor, formerlt Chief Justice of the State of
California, is relinquishing his post with the Council to accept
the Arthur Goodhart Visiting Professorsnip of Legal Science at
Cambridge University, England, for the academic year 1974-75.
He will continue to serve the National News Council in an
advisory capacity.
The effective date of the change in Council leadership
will be April 1.

The National News Council, an independent

orga~ization

funded by a 'number of foundations, was established last year to
do two things:

(l) examine complaints from the public concerning

accuracy and fairness of news

p~esentations

by national news

services, network broadcasters and national publications; and
(2) examine possible infringements of constitutional guarantees
of a free press.
The

C~uncil

consists of 15 members, nine ,representing the

-2public and six representatives from media.
Judge Fuld, a native of New York City, retired on
December 31, 1973, as Chief Judge of the State of New York
after sitting on the Court of Appeals bench for 27 . years,
eight months, a record length of service.

Following retirement

he joined the New York based law firm of Kaye, Scholer, Fierman,
Hays & Handler as Special Counsel.

He will continue in that

capacity.
In resigning from his Council post, Justice Traynor commented:
"The Council has made sturdy progress in its pioneering
months.

It has established communication with media associations

and other groups

intere~ted

in media problems.

a study on the question of access to the media.

It is completing
It has developed

procedures for dealing with grievances from the public regarding
the accuracy and fairness of reporting by the national news
media.

And it is examining areas involving threats to a free

press.
"The Council is fortunate that Judge Fuld has agreed to
accept its chairmanship.

His appointment insures that the

Council will continue to develop as a private and independent
institution dedicated to serving the public interest."
Judge Fuld was appointed to the Court of Appeals, the
State's highest court, by Governor Thomas E. Dewey in April,
1946.

He thereafter was elected to a

and was reetected in 1960.

fu~l

l4-year term in 1946,

Six years .later, in November, 1966,

·

.
-3following his nomination by all the major political parties,

he was elected to be Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.

By

virtue of that position, Judge Fuld also s e rved as Chief Judge

of the State of New York.

In 1969, having bee n instrumental

in the formation of the New York Fair Trial--Free Press Conference,
he became its first Chairman.
The Council's Executive Director is \Villiam B. Arthur,
former Editor of LOOK magazinel and a former 'P resi de nt of the

Society of Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi.

Associate

Director is Ne d Schnurman, for me rly City Editor of HenS-TV in
New York City.

Its headquart ers are at One Lincoln Plaza in

New York City.
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